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SUNBURN OR SUNSCALD
Trifoliosis is the European name for a disease of light-skinned hogs which farmers usually call sunburn or sun-scald. The exact nature of the disease is not well understood, other than it is a sensitization of the skin from contact with the wet leaves of alsike clover or rape. This exposure must take place while the sun is brightly shining on the leaves dripping with dew or rain. Some hogmen report that burning may occur on a sunny day, even though the clover or rape is not wet. ^ The disease is also called dew poisoning.
In most instances sunscald is seen when hogs are turned into a rape pasture in the morning after a heavy dew or shower during the night. If the sun is bright and warm, the skin of the white or red pigs soon begins to burn and blister. All parts of the skin that come in contact with the wet leaves and afterward are exposed to sunshine may be affected. Black animals may be allowed to run in such pastures, even after rain or dew, without any ill effects. If animals are permitted to remain in these wet pastures when thunder-storms alternate with sunshine, serious skin sores may develop. The blisters break and leave sores which often become infected. At times, portions of the ears and tail may burn, blister, and even slough off.
The treatment is to remove the herd immediately from the wet rape or alsike pasture. If the hogs are badly burned, the sores may be treated with zinc ointment or carbolized vaseline once or twice a day. If the burning is discovered early, no treatment other than removal of the herd to another safe pasture is necessary.
COCKLE-BUR POISONING
Cockle-bur is probably the commonest plant poison affecting hogs. The plant is widely distributed through the United States, growing most luxuriantly near the banks of streams, roadsides, and other moist places. It is a coarse annual with broad leaves and stands from 1 to 3 feet tall